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Pillar 1: Internal Crises & State Stability 

• Ethiopia’s Internal Instability: Violent clashes persist in northern Ethiopia between federal forces 

(ENDF) and Tigrayan forces (TPLF), alongside ongoing Fano militia insurgencies in the Amhara region. In 

2026, Ethiopian officials publicly accused neighboring Eritrea of building up forward-deployed troops 

and forming operational links with Ethiopian opposition groups, compounding border tensions. [1] 

• Somalia’s Electoral and Federal Strains: Constitutional revisions extending central executive powers 

continue to draw resistance from federal member states like Puntland and Jubaland. Despite internal 

politics, Mogadishu has sought to manage tensions with Addis Ababa through high-level diplomatic 

talks. [1] 

• Sudan’s Ongoing Conflict: The war between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support 

Forces (RSF) has triggered severe state fragmentation and widespread humanitarian displacement, 

spilling instability and illicit arms across borders into Chad, South Sudan, and the Red Sea coastline. 

• South Sudan Transition Uncertainties: Ahead of general elections, political mistrust between political 

factions, delayed election prerequisites, and localized violence continue to strain the 2018 Revitalized 

Agreement. [2] 

Pillar 2: Diplomatic Blocs & Regional Alliances 

• The Anti-Addis Strategic Axis: Egypt, Somalia, and Eritrea have solidified defense and intelligence links 

to counter Ethiopian influence, protect Somali sovereignty, and restrict Red Sea maritime governance 

strictly to littoral states. [1] 

• Ethiopia–Somaliland Coastline Agreement: Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed 

between Addis Ababa and Hargeisa, Ethiopia aims to secure a 50-year lease on a 20 km stretch of Gulf 

of Aden coastline for naval and commercial base development in exchange for potential formal 

recognition of Somaliland. [1, 3] 

• Somaliland's External Relations: Somaliland has simultaneously expanded its international outreach, 

deepening economic ties through DP World’s expansion at Berbera Port and advancing diplomatic 

engagements with external partners. [1, 4] 

• Multinational Maritime Alliances: In response to escalating maritime friction, regional coalitions—

including a Saudi-led Red Sea maritime defense framework—have been formed to safeguard key 

transit chokepoints along the Bab el-Mandeb Strait and Gulf of Aden. [1] 

Table 1.1: Major Diplomatic & Security Coalitions in the Red Sea Region 

Diplomatic / Security Axis Key Actors Primary Strategic Objectives 

Anti-Addis Regional Pact Egypt, Somalia, Eritrea, Saudi 

Arabia 
Neutralize Ethiopian power projection, safeguard 

Nile water rights (GERD), protect Red Sea littoral 

dominance, and uphold Somali territorial integrity. 

Red Sea & Berbera Pivot Ethiopia, UAE, Somaliland (and 

Israeli diplomatic links) 
Secure direct naval and commercial sea access for 

landlocked Ethiopia (via Somaliland’s Berbera 

port), project influence along Bab el-Mandeb, and 

counter Cairo-Riyadh leverage. 



Pillar 3: Red Sea & Maritime Security 

• Houthi Attacks & Shipping Rerouting: Persistent missile, drone, and unmanned surface vessel (USV) 

strikes by Yemen's Houthi movement have targeted commercial vessels transiting the Bab el-Mandeb 

Strait, leading to sunken ships and forcing international commercial traffic to bypass the Red Sea via 

the Cape of Good Hope. [5] 

• Resurgence of Somali Piracy: Taking advantage of diverted international naval assets, Somali pirate 

networks have resumed hijackings and hostage-taking in the Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea. [6] 

• Cross-Border Arms Smuggling: Interceptions by Yemeni coastal authorities have revealed organized 

smuggling networks supplying advanced missile, drone, and boat components across the Red Sea 

corridor. [5] 

• Regional Maritime Law Enforcement: Littoral nations—including Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia, and 

Yemen—are conducting joint UN-supported dialogues in Nairobi to step up information-sharing, law 

enforcement, and domain awareness across the Gulf of Aden. [7] 

Pillar 4: Global Power Interventions & Infrastructure Deals 

• United States (Transactional Realism & Risk Containment): Washington operates primarily through a 

security-first posture centered at Camp Lemonnier in Djibouti—the premier U.S. permanent military 

base in Africa. The U.S. prioritizes offshore balancing, counter-terrorism, and Red Sea shipping 

protection, reinforced by multinational military exercises such as Justified Accord 2026 across Kenya, 

Djibouti, and Tanzania. 

• China (Dual-Use Logistics & BRI Trade Security): Operating its overseas military base at Doraleh, 

Djibouti, China secures commercial trade and fiber-optic cables tied to its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

Under the FOCAC 2024–2027 framework, Beijing expanded zero-tariff access across 53 African nations 

while maintaining operational backing for the $4B Ethio-Djibouti Railway. 

• Russia (Port Sudan Naval Footprint): Moscow leverages Sudan's civil war to secure long-term military 

access. Through diplomatic engagements with Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) leadership, Russia 

finalized agreements for a naval logistics facility in Port Sudan, granting it strategic Red Sea access. 

• DP World (UAE) & Berbera Modernization: Multi-hundred-million-dollar infrastructure investment in 

Somaliland’s Berbera Port has elevated Somaliland into an emerging trade hub, directly underwriting 

Ethiopia’s maritime MoU aspirations. 

 

Table 4.1: Global Superpower Military Postures & Strategic Hubs 

Global Superpower Primary Regional Hub Strategic Priorities & Military Posture 

United States Camp Lemonnier (Djibouti) Counter-terrorism, Bab el-Mandeb shipping 

security, and joint partner training (Justified 

Accord 2026). 

China Doraleh Support Base (Djibouti) BRI maritime trade protection, fiber-optic cable 

security, arms sales, and zero-tariff trade 

expansion. 

Russia Port Sudan Logistics Base (Sudan) Naval access in the Red Sea, defense ties with SAF 

leadership, and expanding central African 

influence. 



Regional Security & Economic Synthesis 

• Trade & Port Diversification Pressures: Landlocked Ethiopia remains dependent on Djibouti for over 

95% of its international trade. This high concentration drives Ethiopia's initiative to diversify its 

maritime trade through Berbera in Somaliland, while regional coastal neighbors compete to develop 

logistics and transshipment hubs. [1, 3, 4, 7] 

• Macroeconomic Vulnerabilities: Regional economies suffer from foreign currency shortages, elevated 

shipping and insurance premiums caused by Red Sea insecurity, severe droughts, and hyperinflation. 
[7] 

• Djibouti Hyper-Militarization: Hosting military facilities for the U.S., China, France, Japan, and Italy in 

close proximity heightens espionage risks and local operational friction. 

• Red Sea Proxy Prolongation: External military and financial support into Sudan risks extending civil war 

along the Red Sea coast, destabilizing Port Sudan and complicating freedom-of-navigation missions. 

• Fragmented Regional Peacekeeping: Regional states leverage competing superpower partnerships, 

resulting in a fragmented security landscape that complicates African Union (AUSSOM) and IGAD 

mediation efforts. 
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